
Tips for Writing Position Papers: 
- When you find sources for your paper just bullet point the most important facts/ideas and 

use those to guide your writing 

- Or if you already wrote a speech about your topic you should be able to use that as the 

skeleton for your paper 

- Your paper should be around 2-3 pages in length 

- Don’t end paragraphs in quotes 

- Don’t write paragraphs less than 3 sentences 

- Do not use contractions 

- You should refer to yourself as your country’s name, DO NOT USE “I”!! 

- Ex. China believes... 

- Your bibliography should go on a separate page at the end of your paper 

- MLA format is required. These websites do it for you: 

- http://www.citationmachine.net/ 

- http://www.easybib.com/ 

- You should be using in text citations (NOT FOOTNOTES) 

- For in text citations you should put the last name of the author (and the specific 

page numbers, if possible) in parenthesis at the end of the sentence. 

- Example: A report from Middle East Monitor also states Palestinian 

workers must pass security clearance and carry a magnetic identity card in 

order to work (Bsaikri). 

- If there isn’t an author you should use the first word of the title of the article/name 

of the website. 

- Example: In Qatar, migrant workers labor for an average of 60 hours per 

week, although researchers suspect these numbers may be closer to 100 

hours per week. Despite the amount of time invested, though, these 

workers earn less than 30% of Qatar’s average national wage 

(“Infographic”). 

http://www.citationmachine.net/
http://www.easybib.com/


- Don’t stress too much, this is just a first draft. Your mentors/Mr. Gold and Mrs. Wilson 

will give you edits before you actually have to post on idia :) 

 

Format for HP Papers: 

Paragraph 1 - An introduction that summarizes the topic and your state’s position on how to 

address that topic. 

Paragraph 2 - An expanded summary of your state’s position on the topic and a brief overview of 

the reason for that position, whether it be political, historical, social, etc. 

Paragraph 3 - An overview of your committee’s jurisdiction in addressing the topic. 

Paragraph 4 - A clear explanation of how you think your committee should address the topic 

Paragraph 5 - A conclusion that summarizes your goals for the conference to address the topic 

from your state’s position within your committee’s jurisdiction. 

 

Sample Paper: http://hpmunc.com/mun-position-papers/ 

http://hpmunc.com/mun-position-papers/

